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spatial formation of social categories to be
fundamental to sociology, Durkheim with
the notion of social morphology, Mauss
with his idea of technomorphology. Santos
begins his discussion of geographic space
as a fusion of “systems of action” with “sys-
tems of objects” with an elaboration of Par-
sons’s theory of action, while at the same
time arguing that non-spatial social catego-
ries like law or custom move from the realm
of potentiality to actuality when they
become realized in a concrete socio-spatial
configuration. The notion of socio-spatial for-
mation, moreover, constitutes Santos’s alter-
native to what he considers to be the more
reductive Marxian notion of “modes of pro-
duction.” Finally, in an intriguing but difficult
proposition, Santos argues that Simmel’s dis-
tinction between form and content becomes
untenable when objects are examined from
a geographic point of view. From that perspec-
tive, there can only be “content-forms.”

These are all highly intriguing ideas, worth
serious consideration and evaluation by soci-
ologists, along with Santos’s original concep-
tual categories, such as “roughness.” This
refers to the clumpy character of social pro-
cesses and relations, as well as the residues
from the past and local community practices
that are not easily assimilated into globaliz-
ing and homogenizing processes. In addi-
tion, Santos’s reflections on sociologically
significant ideas from a geographic angle
may provide inspiration for new directions
for sociologists to pursue. For example, The
Nature of Space includes an extended discus-
sion of events and networks, which may
prove fruitful for those interested in eventful
sociology and social networks.

The Nature of Space is a dense book. Clearly
written, it deals with densely intertwined
ideas from numerous angles. Santos also
often intermixes his own ideas with reviews
of many other authors’ discussions of simi-
lar subjects. This gives the reader a sense of
the rich dialogues and conversation within
which Santos operated. But for the reader
less familiar with those conversations, the
discussion can be hard to penetrate. The
chapters where Santos speaks directly in
his own voice to elaborate his concepts
may travel most easily into the context of
American sociology.
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The introduction by Susanna Hecht pro-
vides helpful context, highlighting Santos’s
upbringing in a poor family of elementary
school teachers in the Brazilian “backlands”
of Bahia (p. xi) and his path through Stras-
bourg toward becoming a close advisor to
president Jodo Goulart and winning the Vau-
trin Lud prize (the highest award in the field
of geography). Clearly there is much more
material here to develop, both in terms of
the interpersonal, geographic, and political
context for Santos’s intellectual develop-
ment, and also the prior work that The Nature
of Space builds on. We can hope that the pres-
ent translation provides inspiration for fur-
ther engagement in that direction, and more.
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The foundation and history of the United
States are fraught with contradictions. The
Declaration of Independence declared that
all men were created equal while enslave-
ment remained the law of the land. In the
years following the Revolutionary War, thou-
sands of Americans forged their way west-
ward over the Appalachian Mountains,
cementing the notion of free migration as cen-
tral to what it meant to be a citizen of the new
republic. In Race, Removal, and the Right to
Remain: Migration and the Making of the Unit-
ed States, Samantha Seeley argues that battles
over removal were as central to defining the
nation as the right to free movement. In this
informative book, she compares battles over
Native American and African American
removal in the early days of the United
States until the Civil War to explore how
removal shaped the development of the
U.S. alongside migration.

Two central claims are asserted. First, the
history of removal in the United States goes
back further than previously thought, with
its seeds in British colonial policy. Second,
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Native Americans and African Americans
were far from passive actors and through
their resistance to, as well as participation
in, removal shaped the discursive meaning
of belonging in the early decades of the coun-
try. Additionally, the book’s focus on the
Ohio River Valley and the experiences of citi-
zens, not just leaders, represents a novel con-
tribution to our understanding of this history.
The focus on the lived experiences of average
people making sense of the right to belong
provides rich detail in understanding the
gaps between law and reality. One can relay
that Virginia passed a law in 1806 demanding
the expulsion of newly freed enslaved people
from the State. By following individual fam-
ilies” attempts to fight this law Seely explores
the lived reality of how this battle shaped the
future of abolition for years to come.

Sociologists of citizenship and state forma-
tion will find much to recommend in this
book. In T. H. Marshall’s (1950) classic forma-
tion of citizenship, nations proceed in a grad-
ual process of expanding citizenship through
civil, political, and social citizenship. Seeley
shows how un-gradual or preordained this
process can be. Instead, establishing civil cit-
izenship in the early United States was
a deeply contested and often bloody process.
Similarly, by presenting an inverted case—
through her focus on removal instead of
remaining—we can better appreciate the
conversational nature of civil citizenship
rights.

For scholars of state formation, Seeley’s
methodological and analytic focus on the
actions of marginalized groups and individ-
uals provides nuance to Weberian notions of
state formation based on the state monopoli-
zation of violence ([1919] 2021). In the case of
removal, the state’s monopoly was far from
settled, providing great agency for bottom-
up state formation through claims for remov-
al or remaining. In this sense this book offers
a compelling account of battles over early
civil citizenship that would be at home with-
in the constructivist tradition in the social
sciences (Finnemore and Sikkink 2001) and
law (Brunnée and Troope 2012). While See-
ley’s book offers a compelling case for social
scientists working in these traditions, the
book could go further to situate itself within,
and comment directly on, its applicability to

these debates. However, the book has opted
to foreground and center its historical contri-
butions, which are rich in themselves.

The book’s first chapter traces the history
of U.S. removal back to its legal and norma-
tive roots in British colonization and poor
laws. British colonization, including in the
United States, often used removal of subjects
abroad to control criminals, suppress upris-
ings, and respond to poverty at home. The
British poor law system, which aimed to
control the free movement of “vagrants,” is
shown to have provided the legal underpin-
ning of Black and indigenous removal cam-
paigns in the early United States.

Part One of the book includes three chap-
ters focused on fights over Native American
removal in the Ohio River Valley following
the Revolutionary War. Chapter Two follows
white settlers” early push into the Ohio Riv-
er Valley following the Treaty of Paris and
the Natives’ forceful resistance through the
eventual formation of the United Indian
Nations. The chapter complicates classic
narratives of Native responses to removal
and shows how settlers forced the new
republic into bloody conflicts it aimed to
avoid. Chapter Three follows the United
Indian Nations’ internal debate over wheth-
er to resist white encroachment through
diplomacy or war. Their choice of war was
undermined by the retreat of the British
and Spanish, which ended Native attempts
to play the powers off each other. The result-
ing Greenville Treaty of 1795 set the stage for
future removal efforts turning ever-moving
borders into tools of deposition. Chapter
Four follows U.S. efforts and Native resis-
tance to attempts to control Natives” mobili-
ty. The United States hoped by tying tribes
to the land and accepting Anglo conceptions
of land ownership, removal would be easier.

Part Two includes four chapters exploring
removal efforts aimed at African Americans.
Chapter Five explores the rise in the 1780s of
Black colonization schemes. Colonization
was proposed as a solution to the wave of
emancipation that was occurring in the
upper South during this time. Southerners,
Northern Abolitionists, and at times some
Blacks pursued colonization in Africa as
a means of addressing the perceived fact
that freed Blacks lived in the new nation
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but were not “of the nation.” Chapter Six
explores the rise of laws that aimed to simul-
taneously expel Blacks following manumis-
sion in the South and restrict their free move-
ment into the Ohio Valley and other parts of
the country. These laws were built on the
British poor laws and essentially made Afri-
can Americans stateless. Chapter Seven fol-
lows efforts of African Americans to resist
these laws and demand the right to remain.

Chapter Eight brings together the history
of Native and Black removal by exploring
the archetypical story of removal, which
focuses on the Cherokee Nation in the
1830s. By tracing the history back to the
republic’s founding, Seeley complicates the
common conception of this removal epi-
sode. Black exile into the Ohio Valley onto
Native land generated complicated narra-
tives of the formation of these new “free”
states. The conclusion explores how north-
ern abolitionists were pressured by African
Americans to abandon removal and coloni-
zation considering Georgia’s expulsion of
the Cherokees. Indigenous and African
American removal are contrasted with the
expansion of civil citizenship to all white
men in this era.

Throughout this deeply researched and
compelling narrative, Seeley offers a story
of citizenship formation in the early United
States that is complicated and discursive.
Beyond formal federal or state policy, aver-
age people—white, Black, and Native—
shaped the contestation over removal. By
tying removal to the country’s foundation
and British colonialism, the book highlights
how important drawing boundaries is for
the establishment of nations and their citizen
populations. Students of citizenship, state
formation, race, and American history will
find much wisdom in this fascinating book.
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Women and Islam has been a popular topic
for scholars of gender, the Middle East,
Islamic studies, and disciplines like political
science and sociology. In western scholar-
ship, starting with the rise of Orientalism
and followed by the critical backlash of fem-
inist and postcolonial movements, a plethora
of empirical studies inquired into how wom-
en’s subjectivity can be studied in Muslim-
majority countries. Sadly, despite critical
interventions from scholars, a certain degree
of Orientalism continues to dominate popu-
lar media narratives in advanced democra-
cies, fueled by Islamophobia. These media
narratives are often mixed with a degree of
pity for those “less fortunate” women suffo-
cating under religious dogma, “trying” to
fight for their rights (hence the endless rec-
ipes for “empowerment” of “other” women).

In academic discussions, on the other
hand, a corresponding approach is to study
women in Muslim-majority countries sepa-
rately from the universal category of wom-
en. In this respect, Muslim women seem to
require opening a parenthesis, building
a special case study, and highlighting an
exception to the rule. Studying women in
Muslim-majority contexts, in this approach,
is to study “resilience” in the face of reli-
gious extremism or indoctrination under
patriarchy. It is so one-dimensional that
there seems to be no need to acknowledge
the intersectionality of class and gender, as



